
Factual Dispute Reason Guide for Credit Report Corrections 

Navigating the process of disputing inaccuracies on your credit report can be 
daunting. Yet, armed with the right knowledge and approach, you can effectively 
challenge errors and ensure your financial health is accurately represented. This guide 
draws upon the essentials of initiating factual disputes, focusing on accuracy, 
specificity, evidence-based arguments, legal compliance, and efficiency. 

 

1. The Importance of Accuracy 

Accuracy is the cornerstone of your credit report. Given its impact on loans, housing, and 
employment opportunities, it's vital to ensure every piece of information is correct. Factual 
disputes are your tool for challenging inaccuracies and advocating for corrections, which 
can positively influence your credit score. 

 

2. Embrace Specificity 

Clarity and precision in your dispute can significantly enhance the likelihood of resolution. 
When you identify an error, be explicit about what is incorrect. This specificity enables the 
credit reporting agency (CRA) and the information provider to understand and address your 
dispute effectively. 

 

3. The Power of Evidence 

Factual disputes require solid evidence or documentation to back your claim. Whether it's 
a receipt showing a paid debt or a letter from a creditor confirming account status, 
presenting clear evidence strengthens your dispute and increases the chances of a 
favorable outcome. 

 

4. Leveraging Legal Compliance 

The Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA) is a powerful ally in your dispute process. It mandates 
CRAs and information providers to amend or remove any inaccurate, incomplete, or 
unverifiable information. By presenting factual disputes, you're not just challenging errors; 
you're invoking your legal rights to fair and accurate credit reporting. 

 



5. Prioritize Efficiency 

Factual disputes, backed by specific details and evidence, can lead to quicker resolutions. 
This efficiency is especially crucial when you're applying for loans or jobs and need your 
credit report to reflect the most accurate information promptly. 

 

Examples of Factual Dispute Reasons: 

• Dispute incorrect account statuses, such as an account wrongly marked as "late." 

• Challenge identity errors, like accounts attributed to someone with a similar name. 

• Correct erroneous balance or credit limit details. 

• Address accounts that have been settled or paid but are not reported as such. 

• Contest the reinsertion of previously corrected information without new evidence. 

 

By following this guide and utilizing factual disputes effectively, you can ensure your 
credit report reflects your true financial history, leading to a better credit score and 
enhanced financial opportunities. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Factual Dispute List 

 

• Incorrect account identifiers 

• Outdated or inaccurate information 

• Accounts incorrectly re-aged 

• Inaccurate opening dates 

• Incorrect credit limits 

• Misreported account types 

• Credit card accounts missing reported credit limits 

• Repeated insertion of corrected errors 

• Incorrect payment, opening, or delinquency dates 

• Accounts resulting from identity theft 

• Charge-off accounts showing past-due amounts 

• Charge-off accounts incorrectly listed as open 

• Bankruptcy accounts not properly included (Chapter 7 and Chapter 13) 

• Errors in personal information such as name, date of birth, SSN, or addresses 

• Collection accounts misreporting credit limits 

• Closed accounts incorrectly labeled as open 

• Misreported late or delinquent accounts 

• Misidentification as the owner instead of an authorized user 

• Duplicate accounts under different names 

• File merging or identity mix-up, potentially due to similar or identical names to another 
individual 

 


